





City Groups That Provide Meals 


6. The Mustard Seed 
10635-96 Street — 426-5600 
Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. supper 


1. Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street - 423-2285 
Sunday — 12:00 — 1:30 p.m. 
Inner City Pastoral Ministry 

at The Bissell Centre 424-7652 
Monday to Thursday - 10:30 a.m. 
Sandwiches 

Friday - 9:30 a.m. 

— sandwiches 


2. Christ Church 
12116-102 Avenue — 488-1118 
Every 3rd Saturday - 5:00 p.m. meal 


3. Herb Jamieson Centre 

10014 -105A Avenue — 429-3470 

For men not on assistance 

Monday to Friday 7:00 to 7:45 a.m. break- 

fast 

12:00 — 12:45 p.m. — lunch 

5:00 to 5:45 p.m. — supper 

Weekends 11:00 — 11:45 a.m. - breakfast 
4:00 — 4:45 p.m. — supper 


4. House of Refuge Mission 
10339-95 Street 
Daily —- 8 p.m. — meal 


5. Marian Centre 
10536-98 Street - 424-3544 
Daily except Wednesdays 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 
Closed from the 27th of each month to the Ist 
| ee 


Saturday — 5 p.m. — supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


7. Operation Friendship 

9526-106 Avenue — 429-2626 

Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. — breakfast 

Monday to Sunday — 12 noon — lunch 
5:00 p.m. — supper 

For seniors over 55 only 


8. Red Road Healing Centre — 471-3220 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. — soup and ban- 
nock 


9. Salvation Army 
9619-101 Avenue- 429-4274 
Fridays — 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — breakfast 


10. St Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9606-110 Avenue — 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 7:00 
a.mBreakfast 


11.St. Faith’s Anglican Church - 

parish hall 

11725-93 Street - 477-5931 

Thursday — 12:00 noon — soup 

Saturday — 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. —breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 p.m. — supper 


12.Emmaus Church 
5015- 144 Avenue — 275-1647 
Monday — 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. — meal 


13.Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue — 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. 

If not, bag lunch is given 


14.Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
1161- 95 A Street — 479-1860 
Thursdays, 6:25 p.m. soup 


15.Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209-123 Street 482-1587 

Second Saturday of each month 
January to November, 5:00 p.m. meal 


16.Jasper Place Health and Wellness 
Centre 

15210 — Stoney Plain Road — 481-4001 
Mondays — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. — meal 


17.One Accord Bible Fellowship Church 
10802 — 93 Street — 425-6310 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. meals 


18.Boyle Street Community Co-operative 
10116-105 Avenue — 424-4106 


19. Inner City Patoral Ministry 
at The Bissell Centre 
Sundays, noon lunch after service 
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Code of Ethics 


Edmonton Street News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of any 
article and or ad at the discretion of 
the board of Edmonton Street News 
Society. 





We will not trivialize 
poverty in any way. 


We practice sound journalism with 
respect to FOIP legislation and 
respect for the privacy of the persons 
portrayed in stories and 
sear ae 


The views presented i in this publi sa 








Seeking Solutions for Times like These 


After our last 

Edmonton 
§ | Street News 
meeting, we sat 
and discussed 
ways to meet the 
immediate prob- 
lems created by 
our homeless 
population. 
Pedro’s urging 
the public to 
allow people to put up tents and to camp out 
on public land, and even in back yards is, for 
me, simply not a workable idea. I ended up 
screaming at the last person who tried to 
move in to “Get out of my yard or I will call 
the police!” I knew her from a year before 
when she and her common law husband 
simply moved into my garage and refused to 
leave. I felt threatened at the sight of her sit- 
ting in my garage drinking beer. 

Homeless campers create too big a prob- 
lem of waste removal. There is a real solution 
to this, and that is provision by the city to 
provide strategically placed Johnny on the 
spots, but until then, we must find our own 
creative ways of dealing with dung. 
Otherwise, with no provision for sanitary 
waste collection and removal, well meaning 
home-owners and renters could end up with 
dangerously polluted back yards and back 
alleys if they decide to provide refuge for 
homeless persons. 

If homeless people are to 
be housed in yards or on 
public land, they must first 
be potty trained. When you 
get a dog, the dog owner 
quickly learns that when the 
puppy is out on a leash, a 
supply of plastic bags are a 
requirement. As quickly as 
the doo doo hits the grass or 
the pavement, it is scooped 
up into the bag, then the bag 
is turned inside out and 
securely tied to avoid odor 
leak until it can be disposed 
of in a garbage can. If home- 
less individuals could 
become as responsible for 
their own wastes as dog 
owners usually are for their 
doggy wastes, then I would 
consider a resident tent camper in the back 
yard. Perhaps life skills lessons in drop ins 
frequented by the absolute homeless could 
teach the proper bagging techniques. “Put bag 
on your hand, collect waste, turn bag inside 
out, tie bag... no, not like that...don’t let the 
stuff touch your fingers..... good job Sam! ....” 

As an alternative, we could provide our 
less than potty trained homeless alcoholics 
and addicts with a regular supply of Attends, 
and plastic disposal bags for them. 
Unfortunately, I can’t really see some alco- 
holic staggering down the street with full bot- 
tomed trousers being mentally coherent 
enough to realize he has to change his dia- 
per, and dispose oaprsiggar RTT ee 
of the overflowing 
one. Instead, we 
would find the 
streets littered 
with dirty diapers 
instead of just doo 
doo. 

Dan, however, 
came up with 
what I thought 
was a really good 
idea — placing self | 
contained toilets 
in garages, sheds 
and out buildings | 
so those overnight | 
sleepers could 
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have a place to leave their wastes. These toi- 
lets can be installed, he said, for as little as 
$275 and have a tank anywhere from five 
gallon to 20 gallon size. The waste is pumped 
through a unit that pulverizes it so it can 
then be emptied with a hose into an existing 
toilet in the same way that the toilets in RV’s 
and holiday trailers are emptied. With one of 
those out back, people would be less likely to 
leave unsanitary deposits in the alley behind 
the garage, and it would be possible to have 
a-person sleep out there in a tarp without 
dreading the things he or she leaves behind. 
Even without any guests, I’ve decided to have 
Dan install one of those toilets out in the 
garage so when we're working outside, or 
doing stuff in the garage, there is a facility 
out there. 

Cold and wet weather are also a problem 
for people sleeping in the open. There are 
some simple ways to keep warm, or at least 
warmer that I have used or heard about from 
others. At bedtime, fill a large plastic or glass 
bottle with hot water, the hotter the better, 
and seal it tightly. A two-litre pop bottle 
placed in your sleeping bag overnight will 
stay warm until morning, then the water can 
be used for drinking or washing up. If there 
is an electrical outlet handy, a hair dryer 
inside the sleeping bag will keep it toasty 
warm. Wrapping a tarp, large piece of plastic, 
or one of those aluminum emergency blan- 
kets around your blankets will keep the heat 
in, protect from rain, and if it is aluminum, 
protect from detection by 
the eye in the sky. 

In wet weather, 
wet feet are a problem. 
Get clean dry socks ata 
drop in, the Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre 
or the House of Refuge 
Mission, put plastic gro- 
cery bags over your 
socks, then slip on your 
wet running shoes. The 
bags will keep your feet 
warm and dry even if 
your runners are soaking 
wet. 

In upcoming 
issues of Edmonton 
Street News we will be 
sharing more survival 
solutions for times like 
these. One that I really like is Dan’s idea for 
a self contained 8 foot by 10 foot unit that 
fits on your back lawn and has a shower, 
sink, toilet, bed, stove and fridge — everything 
a person needs to have a small self contained 
home for roughly $4,000. One of those 
would be an ideal guest house. 

If you have simple solutions for times 
like these, send them to us at edmontonreet- 
news@shaw.ca 

These are, however, stop-gap meas- 
ures like the screw I used to fix a hole in my 
old mop bucket, to be in effect only until we 
can raise our collective voices and put 
enough PLEAS ie on our elected officials to 
Scare ie > a ae convince them 
| to make a 
| commitment to 


i 
i] and to provide 


public toilets 
| for our now 
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Small Publishing is in my Blood 


SPLURGE, a zine (or small magazine) was 
launched April 7th at the Black Dog Pub on 
Whyte Avenue by zine creator Devon 
McCawley who used the launch as a platform 
to raise funds for Edmonton Street News 
and to collect food for the Edmonton Food 
Bank as well as donations of clothing for the 
Bissell Centre. 

For McCawley publication of a zine was 
just the next logical step in his development. 
He was raised in the chapbook zine culture - 
his father Mark McCawley, who started the 
Greensleeve editions small press back in 
1988. Slurgezine publications marks the end 
of Greensleeves 15 year hiatus and signals 
McCawley’s continuation of the family tradi- 
tion. 

“Small publishing is in my blood, as it 
was my father's passion before it was mine. 
I've grown up around transgressive and sub- 
versive authors along the bookshelves of 
where I've lived, and countless chapbooks 
from all across the country and the conti- 
nent. As I grew older, I found that his pas- 
sion quickly became my passion, and after a 
number of years turning the idea of this zine 
over and over in my head, I just had to do 
it,” said McCawley. 

McCawley’s upbringing in a family sur- 
viving on a low fixed income has also given 
him an understanding of the reality of daily 
life for those living within the system, and a 
desire to raise awareness of the short- 
comings of corporate and consumer culture. 
To that end, Spurge is filled with stories, fake 
ads and fake classifieds that are thought 
provoking, and even hilarious in a twisted 
sort of way. 

McCawley said, “Being raised by two par- 
ents on the AISH program has proven to be 
one of the biggest factors in the nature of my 
upbringing, and as a result, who I am today. 
I quickly learnt at a young age that I was not 
living in the typical family structure that 
most of my peers were accustomed to. My 
parents were home and were present to sup- 
port and aid me at all times of the day, 
whenever I needed them. From this aspect, I 
was raised with an engrained sense of right 
and wrong, of support for one another, and 
community. On the other side however, once 
my parent were no longer together in my 
mid-teenage years, I began to see the reality 
of how people on AISH and assistance pro- 
grams live. With minimal income it Is nearly 
impossible to support yourself, let alone a 
child under your care. There are many flaws 
in the system currently set up to "support" 
those that are marginalized by poverty within 
our society, and this is what has stayed with 
me most from my upbringing. Things need to 
change, and without widespread attention, 
we may never see such change come to 
fruition." 

McCawley is pleased with the results of 
the Splurge release party/fundraiser. People 
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reporting the Canadian -Edmonton 
Information and the truth about people in 
le streets. Your forums have helped us 
greatly analyze. the outcomes of many of our 
reports and the conditions of US 
ian border relations and of what is 
lappening to our resources in Canada. 
of the rest of the news is filtered we 
O see that your news is true honest 
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who picked up a copy of SPLURGE were 
asked to give a donation towards Edmonton 
Street News, to drop off food for Edmonton 
Food Bank and/or to donate an article of 
warm clothing to the Bissell Centre. Big Rock 
Brewery stepped up to help as well - for 
every pint of Big Rock beer sold during the 
party, $1 went to Edmonton Street News. 

McCawley said, “The reaction has been 
incredibly positive since SPLURGE's release. 
I've gotten a lot of kudos for a number of 
things, firstly, the content has been surpris- 
ing people because not a lot of people expect 
the level of quality in the material I've pub- 
lished. Secondly, the layout itself has gotten 
some attention due to it's attractive nature. 
Finally, the unique nature of the release 
party itself, it being a charity drive, has got- 
ten the most attention from people. It sur- 
prises people when things are done simply to 
help others.” 

The next release is slated for Sunday, 
July 13th, 2008. 

McCawley is accepting stories, poetry 
and other submissions for the next issue. 





Devon McCawley 


For more information on Splurge, contact 
McCawley at devon.maccawley@gmail.com 


By Linda Dumont 


Senior’s rent subsidy revoked 





Lucy has struggled over we Bake year 
with finally receiving her subsidized rent 
only to have it taken away again. For at 
least the last four months there was the 
threat that Lucy would have to pay $890.00 


for her rent, instead of the three or four 
hundred that she was paying. Lucy is a sen- 
ior on a fixed income of approximately 
$1400.00 a month and could not afford the 
high rent for her big one apartment suite 

on the west end of Edmonton. 

Due to this rent increase, Lucy finally 
had to find a new place to live. Fortunately, 
due to fact that for the past 14 years Lucy 
has volunteered at SAGE, she found a 
place to move into. A social worker at SAGE 
by the name of Debby found Lucy a suite in 
a Ukrainian Seniors Village for only $550.00 
a month! Lucy is very happy and moved in 
on April 30, 2008. Finally she has a place to 
live where she will not have to worry about 
rent increases, and an added plus to the 
place is that Lucy has an elevator, which is 
great due to the fact that she has a bad hip. 
Congratulations Lucy! 

By Norma Harms 


Seniors’ discounts for food in Edmonton 


As a consumer, who is often with a senior 
who has far less than a modicum of chance 
for a dinner let alone a dinner that has spi- 
raled in price in Edmonton due to the growth 
of the city, as well as the growth of consumer 
index, I find myself questioning the policies of 
the diners, restaurants and fast food estab- 
lishments etc. I set out to establish who in 
Edmonton is senior Jrendly and here are the 
results of my survey. 


1.Macdonald’s gives a less than 75 cent 
coffee to seniors, but the food establishment 
at the 50th Avenue location resents giving a 
second cup refill for nothing even though the 
senior lives on next to nothing, does not give 
a discount even when they are told their 
competitor gives a discount, will rarely give a 
senior such as Mr. Deacon a free ice cream 
on his birthday even as he now approaches 
100 of age, and manages to be fairly senior 
unfriendly. I give them a 1 on a scale of 10. 

2.Wendy’s over on 75th and 75th near 
the Ford dealership is very senior friendly 
and manages to give a whopping 10 per cent 
discount on their already reasonable items. 
A starving senior can still get a baked potato 


whopping 10 out of 10. 

3.Denny’s still has a seniors’ meal that 
scales down the food almost as much as 
their discount and manages a smile to make 
up for the lack of food supplements. | find 
no significant discount and that this year 
they told Mr. Deacon that despite his reach- 
ing nearly 100 years of age, this would be 
the last year that he could expect anything 
on his birthday. I give them a 2 out of 10. 

4.Boston Pizza, although not making 
enough money to offer a real seniors dis- 
count, managed to give Mr. Deacon a free 
cheesecake on his birthday. I give them a 3 
out of 10, 

5.Route 99 on 99th Street unequivocally 
states that they do not give a seniors’ dis- 
count at all. Of course they are run over by 
youngsters on the weekend, so why should 
they give a discount? I rate them a —5 for 
senior friendly restaurants. 

6.Almost all of the other restaurants 
including the Chinese restaurant on 90th 
Avenue near the corner of 75 Street said no 
discounts at all for those rich seniors. 


By Cindy Smith 
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Quality of Life Commission Forum looks at the 


At a forum hosted by the Quality of Life 
Commission at the Stanley A. Milnar Library 
downtown on April 7, speakers addressed 
poverty and the working poor. With the 
booming Alberta economy, the cost of living 
has been steadily increasing, while the mini- 
mum wage has been increasing only by 
small yearly increments that cannot keep 
pace, creating an Alberta Disadvantage for 
the working poor. 

“The media doesn’t much care for pover- 
ty issues but many of us are going too fast, 
full out, working more than full time, so we 
have no time to notice,” said Jim Gurnett, 
executive director of the Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers. 

He pointed out that housing issues must 
be made a government policy rather than a 
charity issue. People paying more than 30% 
of their income for housing are at risk, but 
many of the working poor are paying up to 
80% of their monthly income on housing 
costs. He said the only way to get action on 
housing is if enough people put pressure on 
our elected officials. 

“The minimum wage is not a living wage 


“Alberta Disadvantage” 


—it has dropped over time and although it is 
now going up every year, they have set it 
way too low. Who can survive on $8.40 per 
hour?” asked Bill Moore Kilganon from 
Public Interest Alberta. 

A living wage allows a person to support 
their family and to maintain a safe healthy 
standard of living. In looking at the living 
wage, he said we need to be looking at 
access to education, child care, dental care, 
eye care, and seniors being able to save for 
their retirement. 80% of the people earning 
less than $12 an hour are women. “What 
will happen to them in later life?” 

Marjorie Benz, executive director of the 
Edmonton Gleaners Association — the Food 
Bank, spoke about the increase in use of the 
food bank over the past 15 years. Housing 
costs must be paid, so food is the area that 
is no longer affordable. There are some food 
bank outlets such as the one Wednesday 
evenings at the Mustard Seed, that are open 
only to the working poor. 


By Linda Dumont 


29th April, 2008 
Private ecclesiastical notice 
All concerned men and women take 
notice that a private agreement between 
Minister Donald Gordon Friske and 
Travis Weleschuk regarding indesputable 
facts and religious freedoms has been 
reached. The full text of this agreement 
may be seen at allcreatorsgifts.org, or 
phone (780) 453-1377. 


iyormetailamriyi 


Councillor, Ward 4 
Phone 496-8146 
FAX 496-8113 
Ben.Henderson@edmonton.ca 





Affordable Homelessness 


A major shift is required with how the 
province addresses homelessness. At this 
moment, it is difficult to say whether the 
appointed secretariat to devise a plan to end 
homelessness will uncover that the current 
system is deeply flawed; or that a harm 
reduction approach such as the ‘Housing 
First’ strategy — the antithesis of Alberta’s 
current strategy (if there is one) — could ben- 
efit many here in this province. But first, 
such a radical concept has to be approved 
by the social and fiscal conservatives that 
make up ‘the Party’ and the province’s totali- 
tarian dynasty. Towards the end of 
January, the Alberta government announced 
some further developments in regards to the 
creation of the Alberta Secretariat for Action 
on Homelessness. Reporting to the associate 
minister Yvonne Fritz and accountable 
through the chair to minister Ray Danyluk 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the secre- 
tariat will develop and oversee the imple- 
mentation of a 10-year strategic plan to 
address homelessness across the province. 
This secretariat will work with communities 
and regions across the province, looking at 
“identify[ing] priorities for new funds and ini- 
tiatives directed at homelessness and afford- 
able housing.” Curiously, as stated in the 
January 23 press release, this plan “will out- 
line strategies for addressing the root causes 
for homelessness...” 

Seeing as how the secretariat is headed 
by the CEO of TransAlta Corporation, 
Stephen Snyder, who is also the chair of the 
Calgary Committee to End Homelessness, as 
well as a whole list of chairing roles with 
other corporations and foundations, it 
appears as though the Alberta government 
prefers a well-groomed corporate executive to 
oversee ‘thought control’ and dilute if not sti- 
fle any radical ideas that may arise out of 
this secretariat. Putting the elite philanthro- 
pist/reformist in charge as the bridge 
builder between corporate interests and 
social responsibility definitely keeps econom- 
ic fundamentalists at ease. 

Skepticism reigns as a result. Given the 
responses of the conservative candidates 
during this election campaign, the [R]egres- 
sive Conservative’s perspective on poverty is 
“Not In My Back Yard”. A much more com- 
prehensive understanding of poverty issues 
is crucial and goes well beyond the ministry 
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of Municipal Affairs and Housing (Ministry of 
Homelessness). The Homelessness and 
Eviction Prevention Fund is definitely a case 
in point, which falls under the ministry of 
Employment, Industry, and Immigration 
(Ministry of Slavery). In attempting to under- 
stand the fund, I first learned that the client 
needs to have a home and a job before they 
even qualify. Understandably, this is to limit 
fraud. However, from the client’s perspective 


A messed up title 

for a messed up 

issue in a messed 
up province. 


it is a catch-22: they’re homeless because 
they can’t get a job; they don’t have a job 
because they’re homeless. Coordination 
between provincial departments such as the 
Ministry of Homelessness and the Ministry of 
Slavery is evidently lacking. While the 
Homelessness and Eviction Prevention Fund 
exists, finding an affordable home remains to 
be the most difficult portion to accomplish in 
order to qualify for this fund. Intentional or 
not, affordable housing is missing in this 
equation and is disqualifying many who 
enter an Alberta Works office for such assis- 
tance. Blame can be directed at the provin- 
cial government for not implementing the 
moderate recommendations given by the 
Alberta Affordable Housing Task Force such 
as rent controls and limits to condo conver- 
sions. Currently, we are addressing 
homelessness with a ‘punitive approach’, 
meaning that a relapse, or deviation, basical- 
ly a poor person’s failure puts them back on 
the streets. There are no real breaks for 
under-privileged people. For an assortment 
of unjust reasons, the homeless are denied 
work, a home, at times emergency shelter, 
income assistance, and their right to a safe 
and healthy life due to lifestyle choices that 
exist predominantly to cope with life on the 
streets. Instead, those without a home, but 
who are often times working, rely on the 


charity of emergency shelters and other 
social services from the growing Poverty 
Industry in order to make ends meet. While 
these services are important, their existence 
without actual solutions amounts to a thim- 
ble of water thrown into a spreading fire 
resulting in an enormous misuse of 
resources. 

The current strategy has actually helped 
grow the homeless population without 
addressing homelessness, says Sam 
Tsemberis, the executive director of a New 
York-based non-profit agency, Pathways to 
Housing. In attending his ‘Housing First’ 
seminar, I saw no provincial official or 
employee present. Please, let me know if I’m 
wrong and there was someone in attendance 
from the provincial government. The Housing 
First strategy uses the principles of social 
justice and harm reduction in housing 
homeless people first and then tending to 
the client’s other issues, such as their men- 
tal health, substance abuse, etc, at their 
individual pace. This harm reduction 
approach allows the client the freedom of 
choice, which includes “the right to risk and 
the dignity of failure” — a radical shift from 
Alberta’s current strategy of punitively ware- 
housing the homeless. Who would of thought 
that to address homelessness, we provide 
homes? 

“Addressing the root causes for home- 
lessness” is part of the mandate of the secre- 
tariat. Given that this neo-conservative gov- 
ernment is known for its Big Brother tactics 
and its overall neglect and ideological blind- 
ness towards social issues, such a mandate 
can hardly be trusted. The Housing First 
strategy will require approval by the next 
provincial government in power. A Tory 
minority perhaps? Regardless, a radical shift 
is necessary and so we must continue to 
pressure this government, expose their 
Orwellian and subjugating tactics, and hold 
these bullying and narrow-minded politi- 
cians accountable. If social justice and harm 
reduction do not persuade the ruling neo- 
cons in this province, maybe they will be 
tantalized by the almighty dollar: by the fact 
that a Housing First strategy is cheaper than 
warehousing the homeless.Greg 
Farrantsgreg farrants@yahoo.ca 


By Greg Farrants 


Report Assesses the Needs of 
Indigenous Homeless People 


The Australian Housing and Urban 
Research Institute (AHURI) is a national 
research organization, specializing in hous- 
ing and urban research and policy. One of 
the Institute’s major ongoing research areas 
is homelessness among Indigenous peoples 
in that country, and AHURI has released 
several reports outlining the reasons for 
Indigenous homelessness, the needs of 
Indigenous homeless people, and strategies 
for responding to those needs. 

In 2003, AHURI released a report, 
“Categories of Indigenous ‘Homeless’ People 
and Good Practice Responses to Their 
Needs,” written by a team led by Paul 
Memmott who has published a number of 
articles on this subject. The word homeless 
in the report’s title is in quotation marks 
because, according to the authors, a number 
of Indigenous people they interviewed see 
themselves as being “housed” and “placed” 
although these people live in public or semi- 
public places. The authors prefer the term 
“public place dwellers” to refer to individuals 
who view the public places where they live as 
their homes, and for whom the word home- 
less is inappropriate. 

This shift in terminology is important for 
readers in Edmonton, which is, of course, 
situated on Plains Cree territory. As the 
AHURI report asserts, pre-contact 
Indigenous peoples often viewed large areas 
of territory as home, and people belonged to 
a place or sét of places within a vast area. In 
other words, “home” included many different 
sites within a traditional territory — home 
was not one building. In contemporary 
terms, the report finds that some Indigenous 
peoples view urban areas in a similar way, 
and these individuals work (collecting bottles 
and cans, selling newspapers, recycling 
materials) and live or camp in a number of 
city sites. These working and living areas 
are, in fact, their homes. The situations of 
Indigenous public place dwellers are also 
tied inextricably to the history of colonization 
and the dispersal of Indigenous peoples from 
their traditional lands. Plains Cree people in 
the Treaty 6 area of Alberta no longer have 


control over their land and homes, yet the 
dominant society defines these dispossessed 
people as “homeless.” 

The report explains the different types of 
Indigenous “homeless” people, and under- 
standing these types is important for distin- 
guishing the needs of individual people. The 
authors define people who live in public 
places over the short, medium and long 
term; those who live in public places volun- 
tarily or involuntarily; those who are at the 
risk of losing their houses; people who live in 
substandard or crowded housing and are at 
risk; mobile people who move between 
reserves and urban areas, and between 
houses, shelters and public places; and spir- 
itually homeless people, those who have 
been separated from their traditional lands 
and kinship networks, and have lost their 
ways of relating to people and places. It can- 
not be underscored enough that Indigenous 
“homelessness” in urban areas is linked to 
historical dispossession and the traumas 
that result from the loss of self-determina- 
tion. Further, each distinct group that 
AHURI has identified requires different aid 
responses to their situations. 

The AHURI researchers propose a num- 
ber of strategies including patrols and cul- 
turally relevant outreach services; alcohol 
and addiction counseling and prevention 
through addressing the root causes; different 
accommodation options based on the needs 
of individuals (with adequate urban planning 
to allow people public living spaces); emer- 
gency or crisis accommodation; transitional 
and long term housing with support; educa- 
tion strategies for the general public; and 
skills training for field and outreach workers 
(with an emphasis on training outreach 
workers who are Indigenous themselves). 
The report suggests that Indigenous peoples 
have the right to live in public places if they 
desire — it is their land after all. Therefore, 
public place dwellers require safe and suit- 
able areas to congregate, work and live. 
Public alcoholism may lead to misconcep- 
tions and intolerance among non-Native peo- 


ples toward Indigenous public place dwellers. 


Therefore, educating non-Natives about the 
reasons for Indigenous “homelessness” and 
addiction are essential to reducing the levels 
of unrealistic fear and the unnecessary crim- 
inalization of these individuals. 

Taking a strict policing and law and 
order approach — which we hear so much of 
in Edmonton — is extremely ineffective. The 
forced removal of public place dwellers by 
the police is a repugnant violation of civil lib- 
erties that I have witnessed on Whyte 
Avenue. The researchers assert law and 
order responses are likely to only make the 
problem worse, “any superficial response to 
local social problems is likely to inadvertent- 
ly displace those problems to other parts of 
the region.” Not only does police removal of 
public place dwellers further displace 
Indigenous peoples and infringe on their 
human rights, it perpetuates cycles of incar- 
ceration and addiction. The report recom- 
mends any movement of Indigenous peoples 
from their public places should be carried 
out through a process of negotiation, no 
matter how long this may take, rather than 
the superficial, ineffective and intimidating 
approach so common among Edmonton’s 
police. 

The report highlights the need for legisla- 
tive support for these responses. Outreach 
workers need the financial and legislative 
support of government to help Indigenous 
peoples, not one-dimensional temporary 
band-aids. In short; a holistic approach'to” ~ 
Indigenous homelessness is essential, which 
requires looking at the historical context, 
causal factors and individual needs of peo- 
ple. This includes listening to and acting 
upon the input of Indigenous public place 
dwellers themselves, as only strategies made 
through partnership will be empowering to 
these people and, therefore, successful. 


The website of AHURI is 
<http://www.ahuri.edu.au/>. 


By Daniel Johnson, 
a part-time instructor in the Faculty of 
Native Studies, University of Alberta. 


On the Fringe, Within our Midst: Condoning State Violence 


A previous mayor of our city used to say 
how much he appreciated living in the finest 
city in the finest province in the finest coun- 
try in the world—but from time to time he 
would be asked why in that case were there 
so many homeless people in Edmonton and 
why so many children were going hungry. 
Sadly, there are no catchy or folksy answers 
to that. 

Today there are in Canada an estimated 
1.4 million children living in abject and seri- 
ous poverty—this in one of the wealthiest 
countries in the world. 

Canada has one of the worst rates of 
family and child poverty in the developed 
world. We are the second worst of 18 coun- 
tries, beaten only by-you guessed it—the 
U.S. This is authenticated data from NAPO, 
the National Anti-Poverty Organization. 

The Canadian constitution includes a 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which 
guarantees every Canadian security of per- 
son. But tell me, how is it possible for the 


impoverished to have security of person? If 
they live in hunger, their health is at risk. If 
they are homeless, there is no mental or 
physical security. Poverty denies people their 
basic human rights, which our governments 
guarantee. 

One significant and sizable group that 
has persistently been affected by what (the 
crusading entertainer) Bono refers to as ‘stu- 
pid poverty’ are Aboriginal children—the 
children of individuals descended from the 
custodians of these lands and its resources 
well before many of our ancestors came 
here. 

About 10 years ago (author and publish- 
er) Mel Hurtig wrote a book called Pay the 
Rent or Feed the Kids—the tragedy and dis- 
grace of poverty in Canada. It is a scathing 
litany of facts about the magnitude and 
impact of poverty in this country—supposed- 
ly one of the most desirable places in the 
world to live in—and some of its racist atti- 
tudes. 


In 1996, Aboriginal people made up two 
to three per cent of our population but 17 
per cent of the inmates in federal prisons. 
The average native income is still half the 
Canadian average. Infant mortality is two 
times or more the national average. The 
death of preschool Aboriginal children is four 
times the national average. The number 
forced to live on social assistance is six 
times the national average In Toronto, 
Aboriginal people are 2 per cent of the urban 
population but constitute twenty-five per 
cent of the homeless. 

In medical circles, we tell students that, 
if they can’t do electives in a developing sub- 
Saharan country, they should go and work 
in a reserve, because the experience is, 
sadly, almost comparable. This is in today’s 
Alberta...in today’s Canada...in 2008. 

At its annual meeting last month the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science discussed the biological impact of 
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Remembrances 
of random 


things 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


Life is more than a hill of beans 


They say it’s the first thing to go, after 
you reach a certain age. Memory, I mean. 
Especially the short-term variety. 

I’m not so sure about that. According to 
my experience of aging, memory is, at best 
(or, if you prefer, worst) the second thing to 
go. Or maybe even the third or fourth. 

But whatever the order may be, in which 
I (or you, or we) start to lose certain capaci- 
ties, I know I am now well past the age where 
forgetting things becomes a nuisance or, 
worse still a problem. I can’t tell you 
(because I have forgotten) how many times I 
have gone upstairs, down the hall, or across 
the room at home only to pull up short and 
ask myself, What am I doing here? Why did I 
come here? What (if anything) am I looking 
for? 

To be more specific: On a Thursday last 
month, I withdrew my last $80 from a cash 
machine in Commerce Court, retrieved my 
ABM card, walked away and got all the way 
to the east side of 101 Street before I realized 
I had left the money in the machine. When I 
walked back to the machine there was, pre- 
dictably, no money waiting in the cash dis- 
penser. Damn, I said to myself sheepishly, 
this forgetfulness is getting to be a problem. 

But wait, it gets worse. On the following 
Saturday, I went to the Strathcona Farmer’s 
Market. When I got home, I realized I had left 
the shopping bag with all my purchases on 
the bus. Double damn. Double frustration. Is 
there anything I can do to stop this from 
happening? 

Apparently not. On the following Tuesday 
I bought a small item at a supermarket and, 
after paying, walked away, leaving my pur- 
chase behind. 

So, you may ask, why do I burden you 
with such mundanities? Such things happen 





to all of us, some of the time, and only some 
of us all of the time; be thankful you are still 
in the first group, not the second. 

I must admit you are probably right. 
Such small troubles don’t amount to a hill of 
beans in this crazy world, as someone once 
said in a movie. 

But wait. The point if it all is simply this: 
I got all of that stuff back. The money, all of 
it. The shopping bag full of market goodies. 
And the small bag with supermarket goodies. 

As soon as I got home on Saturday, I 
called transit information and found out 
when the bus I had been on would return to 
my stop. I went there at the appointed time, 
and behold, there was my shopping bag, 
resting on the front dash of the bus waiting 
for me to claim it. Thank you, driver. Thank 
you anonymous stranger who gave the bag to 


Far more common are the 
random acts of kindness, of 
thoughtfulness, of charity 
that we all experience all 
the time—so often, in fact, 
that we tend to overlook 
them, and undervalue them. 


the driver, rather than taking it home. 

Then, on Wednesday, I got a mysterious 
call from my bank’s security office in 
Toronto. Had I made a cash withdrawal last 
Thursday? Probably, I make frequent with- 
drawals, all the better not to have too much 
cash on hand. Had anything unusual hap- 
pened during the transaction? No, I don’t 
remember anything. (Funny that.) Wait a 
minute! I left the cash in the machine. I for- 
got to take it from the dispenser. Can you 
answer some further identifying questions, 
Mr. Sheppard? Yes, I could. And did. Well, 
we have the money at our customer service 
office downtown. Someone turned it in. You 
can pick it up anytime. Thank you, bank 
security person. And thank you, second 
anonymous stranger. 

Thanks, also, to the stranger who called 
me back as I was leaving the supermarket to 
pick up the purchase I had left behind. 

These small, simple incidents were in my 
mind later in the month as I read and heard 
news about Asia Saddleback, 23 months old, 
hit in the abdomen by a stray bullet fired in 
a drive-by shooting at Hobbema; she lived, 
but she will carry a bullet in her body for the 
rest of her life. 

I think of those incidents as I read con- 
tinuing coverage of the death by random 


stabbing of 77-year old Hans Alberts on the 
parking lot of the Jasper Gates strip mall in 
the west end. 

I recall them, too, when I read never-end- 
ing reports of a financial meltdown that 
threatens to siphon billions of dollars from 
the incomes of mostly ordinary Americans 
suckered into buying houses with rapacious 
mortgages on the unsupportable premise 
that housing prices will always and forever 
go up, never down, while long-gone or leaving 
executives of the companies that concocted 
the latter-day Ponzi scheme that undermined 
the American housing market walk away 
with bonuses in the tens, and hundreds, of 
millions (and the U.S. government rides like 
the Cavalry of old to the rescue of giant 
investment banks weakened in the process). 

And I recall them, finally, when I read of 
the generous handful (perhaps 50) of hedge 
fund managers on New York’s Wall Street 
who earned, according to knowledgeable esti- 
mates, close $40 billion in the last 12 
months, and of the tiny handful (three or 
four) who made around $3 billion each, bet- 
ting against the inflated housing market. 
(Where doe all that money come from? Where 
does it go? Does anyone know? Does anyone 
care? Does anyone even ask? Personally, I 
believe it trickles up. I don’t know how, but it 
trickles up.) 

The point I try to remember here, amid 
these and other random acts of physical and 
financial violence, is that these acts are rare. 
They are monstrous, which is why they get 
so much media coverage and attract so much 
outrage. But they are rare. 

Far more common are the random acts of 
kindness, of thoughtfulness, of charity that 
we all experience all the time—so often, in 
fact, that we tend to overlook them, and 
undervalue them. We can’t do much, in these 
times, to prevent the random acts of violence, 
or to adequately punish the rare individuals 
who commit them. But we can and should— 
must, in fact—recognize, share, and celebrate 
the random acts of kindness that happen to 
all of us so often we don’t notice them. 

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to 
do that here, now. 

I don’t need to meet the strangers whose 
simple acts of common humanity made my 
life a little bit better last month. It is enough 
for me to know they are out there, some- 
where, ready to help someone else, should 
the opportunity arise. 

And besides, if I did meet them, I’d prob- 
ably forget their names in a day or two. If not 
in a few minutes. 

by Allan Sheppard 


Everyone Loves Raymond in Edmonton 


Hi everyone and welcome to the first 
installment of the world according to 
Raymond! 


How do you try to fight, understand, 
and win control of those internal 


conflicts that ruin our day. 


1)Try trusting yourself. Now that's a good 
start. 

2)Shift your way of handling conflict. Be 
ready for it. Let go of your self-judgment. Try 
it before you knock it. 

3)If you have any physical symptoms, 
take care of them. Your doctor or health care 
worker can get you on the right track. 

4)Now comes the good part. Expand your 
consciousness, that's right use your brain. 
Now you become aware of your emotions, 
and you are able to explore your purpose, 
why you are here, what happened to you to 
bring you into your present situation! 

5)Now comes the hard stuff. Getting 
through all your personal stuff. What to do? 

6)First and foremost you develop some 
self confidence. You look at creative ways to 
get happy. Think it and you are it. 

7)Renew your passion for life. Expand 
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your horizons. Look past today! 

8)Heal yourself. Sounds hard. Try talking 
to yourself. It's possible to heal yourself if 
you convince your body. Many of our pains 
and discomforts are just our mind trying to 
help us cope. So what do you do? You tell 
yourself to heal. If you understand yourself 
and why you act the way you do, you've got 
it made 

9)Tap your inner self and gain the power 
to control your strongest asset, your mind. 


Made in Canada 


Who is to blame for the plight of the 1st 
nation's people? Government? The few who 
who made the decisions that have almost 
destroyed a proud nation. Religion? Who, 
misguided by supposed spiritual idealism, 
striped this nation of it's culture, it's roots, 
it's self-esteem, it's lifeblood. Each and every 
one of us, for letting this situation perpetu- 
ate itself for 70+ years, culminating in the 
mass realignment of hundreds of thousands 
of 1st nation people into clones of a culture 
totally foreign to them, especially to the way 
of life that they were accustomed to, the way 


of their ancestors. 

What a cost of humans lives, destroyed!! 
For what? Assimilation? What of the end 
product? A lost nation, in strife, with no self 
determination, rampant alcoholism, a prolif- 
eration of drug abuse, family violence and 
abuse, mistrust!! Just to put the savages in 
line!! To give them purpose, to make them 
self sufficient, to get them off our payroll. 
Amazing insight! 

Why did we let this happen? Why these 
atrocities, the raping, the pilaging of rights, 
the constant abuse. How could we let these 
proud people endure this torture. No amount 
of money will subdue this nation. They are 
hurt, angry, and they deserve our under- 
standing, not our pity. We must own up, 
show our genuine regret for these past indig- 
nities. Give them back the dignity that we so 
abruptly ripped from their hands.Hands outs 
will not help. Our empathy will win the day. 
They the 1st nations will triumph.What are 
your feelings on this issue? When will our 
government ask for forgiveness for the 
wrongs they elicited? 


By Ray Barriere 


Pedro’s News and Views 


D ear friends: 


Recently I heard a Christian say some- 
thing that really concerned me because I 
believe it's a lie that Satan wants us to 
believe: that it is the governments or other 
groups responsibility to look after the poor. 
The Bible is very clear about how Jesus will 
judge us some day. 

In Mt. 25, 31-46 He tells us what He will 
confront each one of us with whatever you 
have done for the poor in His name, He con- 
siders as having been done to Him. He says 
that on the day of Judgement He will wel- 
come all those who helped the poor into the 
glorious Kingdom that He has prepared for 
all whose name is in the Book of Life because 
they have accepted the forgiveness Christ 
died to give those who love and trust Him. 

I fear for those He promises eternal pun- 
ishment because they didn't follow the great- 
est commandment, as stated in several 
places in the Bible: to love God with our 
whole being and to love our neighbour as 
much as ourselves (Mt. 22, 34-40). He illus- 
trates whom He considers as our neighbour 
through the parable of the Good Samaritan - 
-- the one whose needs we are aware of. God 
has blessed most of us so abundantly that it 
should be natural for us to consider what He 
has blessed us with as belonging to Him. 

Let us show our love and compassion to 
Him in whichever way He guides us. 

Pedro Schultz 








Editor’s Note: 


The Klein government downloaded the 
burden of providing meals for the poor to be 
picked up by the churches even though we 
were a country whose government and laws 
are based on the Christian laws and princi- 
ples. 

Regarding our neighbour — there is also 
the principle of reaping and sowing, and there 
are those on the street who are in a desperate 
state that is the direct result of wicked 
lifestyle choices. How do we decide? - eidtor 


On the Fringe, Within our Midst: 
Condoning State Violence 
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poverty on the developing brain. They con- 
cluded that children in such environments 
have inordinately high levels of what we refer 
to as stress hormones, hormones like cortisol 
and adrenaline, which compound the harm- 
ful effect on the developing brain already 
resulting from poor nutrition. The actual 
anatomical brain infrastructure is adversely 
affected. 

The conclusion is that pervasive and per- 
manent structural harm results to the devel- 
oping brain simply by belonging to a low 
socio-economic class, and the foundation of 
social problems in later life takes place in the 
early years. 

Well here is something you should all 
know: 40 per cent of food bank clients across 
Canada are under the age of 19. And more 
than 50 per cent of the households accessing 
food banks are families with young children. 
Many who access the food banks are holding 
down full-time jobs, which means we aren't 
even paying people enough to live on. Despite 
full time jobs, there are amongst us working 
poor who can’t bring food to the table for 
their families. 

Putting together what I have been saying 
so far to you: If you are born to an Aboriginal 
family in this country, chances are that your 
ultimate achievements in life will be less 
than if you were born to a non-Aboriginal 
family. 

What can we do? 

Finland had one of the highest rates of 
heart disease 30 years ago. Twenty years 
ago, the government of Finland declared war 
on coronary disease and today that country 
has one of the lowest incidences and preva- 
lences of CAD. 

Do you know that 30 years ago we could 
all smoke in hospitals on the wards? Doctors 
smoked. Nurses smoked. Patients smoked. 
Then the paradigm shifted. 

At one time, we lived in a world tolerating 
slavery, until one man, William Wilberforce 


driven by religious and social conviction, 
went on a crusade that brought the world to 
its senses. 

Not long ago the government of Sweden 
had a child poverty rate of 23 per cent. 
Today it has fallen to three per cent, because 
the government and the people of that coun- 
try refused to accept that some of their fellow 
humans should live in such atrocious cir- 
cumstances. 

It is absolutely possible to do something 
about child poverty and its disproportionate 
impact on certain segments of our communi- 
ties. 

I want to thank Dr. Lakhani for share his 
speech and part of his dream for a better 
Alberta, in a better Canada, in a better world 

by Dr. Zaheer Lakhani, C.M. 
(Text condensed and 
edited by Allan Sheppard) 
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PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


BOYLE INSTITUTION? 


There has been much discussion recently about the city’s 
so-called “Boyle Renaissance Plan,” a plan that under 
closer scrutiny should perhaps be called the “Boyle Institu- 
tional Plan.” 


A concerning scenario is occurring once again between 
the planned development of the Quarters Downtown, and 
an adjacent multi-block, re-institutionalizing shelter project 
called the Boyle Renaissance Project. The plan is to add 
immediately seven new transitional social shelter housing 
projects to an area that already has fourteen such facili- 
ties. The seven buildings with more than 600 transitional, 


supportive or assisted living social units would be comple- 
mented by another 300 units in even more buildings in the 
future. This would create a block on block, social welfare 
project that soon will be the “Boyle Institute.” Concerns 
being raised by residents of the Boyle-McCauley area 
must be addressed. 

In today's society it is commonly believed that the disad- 
vantaged, the handicapped, if at all possible, are best to 
be fully integrated in the community, throughout the city, 
not in social re-institutional facilities such as the Boyle pro- 
ject. 

While there certainly are circumstances and the need for 
some social institutions, excessive shelter-centric planning 
is largely the result of a lack of affordable rental market 
housing. 

In summary, there are both societal and cultural reasons 
why the Boyle Renaissance should be questioned: it inhib- 
its the rights of our aboriginal seniors and handicapped to 
live in normal, mixed community settings and the heavy 
concentration of shelters is a recipe to have a negative 
effect on local economic development. It is for these im- 
portant reasons that this project should be reconsidered. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 





Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 
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left go let live 
By Valerie Blood 


Sometimes in life we could save 
Ourself because nobody else can. 
But ourself’s life is what we make 

Of ourself so we have to let go and let live 
And always thank our creator each day. 
Why? We are here on this earth. 


Unmet Needs Report 


Out of 18,615 calls reported on 211 for 
quarter 3 and 4 (July 1st to December 31st 
2007), a total of 641 (3.4%) unmet needs were 
recorded. In Q3 there were 389 (4.2%) unmet 
needs out of 9296 calls, and in Q4 there were 
252 (2.7%) unmet needs out of 9319 calls. 
From these, the top unmet need reported is 
housing (50% of the unmet needs calls), fol- 
lowed by transportation (7%). Both have con- 
sistently been the top two unmet needs for 
2007. A winter specific trend identified in Q4 
was a need for volunteers to help shovel snow 
for seniors or persons with reduced 
mobility.Callers who lack affordable housing 
show numerous different profiles. In addition 
to the general population of citizens looking 
for housing, there are certain callers with fur- 
ther needs who, by nature of their situation, 
face even greater challenges. Housing-seeking 
callers with disabilities (11%), or who are par- 
ents (13%), face added challenges of finding 
housing that accommodate their unique 
needs, while also meeting their budgets. 
Seniors and students often have reduced 
incomes, therefore face additional challenges 


in finding low cost housing. Overall, increased 
housing costs reduce monthly budgets for 
transportation, food, in-home supports, etc. 
Although the community is making efforts to 
remedy this situation, more attention is need- 
ed in order to alleviate these issues.The 211 
Q2 Unmet Needs Report mentioned a "ripple 
effect" as a result of the housing crisis. This 
trend continued for the last half of 2007. 
Many callers mentioned feeling depressed and 
stressed out from the continued uncertainty 
with lack of affordable housing in the city. 
Some were faced with a dilemma between 
choosing to stay in violent and abusive situa- 
tions, or in crowded homes, because they 
lacked a better option. Even if these callers 
were able to seek help in the community, for 
counseling or parenting support for example, 
these feelings of depression are likely to stay 
because the stressor (lack of affordable hous- 
ing) is still there. The Support Network’s 
Distress Line has also seen an increase in 
calls of this nature. Some of these callers 
reported feeling overwhelmed with the lack of 
supports and options, resulting in thoughts of 
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Why Iam Here 
By Valerie Blood 





earth. — 
This for areason? lama ea er to. 


Five lovely children whom I love so much. 
And nobody could ever take my love away. 
Because our bond is so strong. I never 
Really had a bond between my parents 


meg 
a when 
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I grew up, but now my bond between my 
Dad 
Is great. I thank Creator I have my Dad 
In my life. Without my bro’s and Dad 
Where would I be fies 


Suicide, Transportation — nee ee con- 


tinue to involve people needing transportation 
to attend medical appointments or to access 
basic needs such as food, or people needing 
moving assistance. Shortage of transportation 
services increases the isolation and lack of 
supports these individuals may be facing, cre- 
ating heavier burdens for them.Lack of funds 
or coverage for basic dental care is a trend 
that 211 has seen consistently over the last — 
few years. A recent spike with respect to this 
need highlights that these callers must choose 
between expensive dental bills that they can- rE 
not afford, or living with pain and infection 
from lack of basic dental care. Either choice 
can have significant negative impacts on over- 
all health and well-being. 


Compiled & Submitted by: Devonna Klaassen, ~ . 
HelpLines Supervisor 















On 211, we track calls when we are unable to | 
find a referral to meet a caller’s need. We also 
record trends that indicate gaps in the service | _ 
system. We are distributing this information to * 

increase awareness about the types of service | 
gaps that are in our community services. : a . 
Please contact us if you are aware of a service 

that might fill a need. 


